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Basic Graphing

	Resetting Your Calculator

	I'd advise that you start by resetting your calculator.  This will clear any programs out of memory, and return all the calculator's settings back to what they were when the calculator was assembled in the factory (these are known as "factory settings").  
Remember that immediately before each exam, your calculator will be reset for you, so don't let yourself depend on any extra/nonstandard programs or applications!!
You do this by pressing the following keys:
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To reset the calculator."*
Step By Step:
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Gets you to the "Memory" window
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Selects the "Reset" option
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Moves you over to menus, to the "ALL" menu, since we want to reset everything
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Selects the "All Memory" option
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Says "Yes, I really really do want to do this"

After all that, your calculator will "think" for a couple moments (notice that in the upper-right hand corner, it will have a little line that it keeps moving upwards, to let you know that it hasn't frozen up – kinda like the "E" in your web browser). 

	Graphing: Entering A Function

	First, keep in mind that the TI-83 only graphs FUNCTIONS.  This means that if you want to graph both the top half, and the bottom half of a circle (for example), you need two separate functions: one for the top half, one for the bottom half.
Second, in order to graph something, you need to enter it in the Y=<stuff> format that the calculator expects.  So if you start with something like
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   you'd first need to do some simple algebra and rearrange it into 
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, and then enter it that way.

How To Enter An Equation (Function) To Be Graphed:

"Enter the equation in the y= format from the home screen by pressing [image: image17.png]
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At this point, your screen should look like:
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. We can then enter the function in terms of x. For example, our function" y=x-2  is entered by pressing
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Next, press the [image: image24.png][



 button to get the calculator to actually display the grarph.
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