Research Paper Questions

Topic:  Wolves into Yellowstone National Park:

Outcomes for this paper:
· Research skill practice

· Small group discussion skill practice

· Analyze the wolf re-introduction effort

· Discuss the benefits to the ecosystem of the introduction

· Discuss the controversy over the introduction and understand that environmental issues often have multiple sides depending on the audience

· Explain why top predators are not populations that need to be controlled.

The paper should include:

1. What are the main components of the Yellowstone ecosystem?  Is Yellowstone National Park a complete ecosystem?  Why – support your answer.
2. Why are the re-introduced wolves called an experimental population and not an endangered species?  
3. What effects have wolves had on the Yellowstone ecosystem since reintroduction?   Discuss these in detail.  This should include 2-3 paragraphs of effects that are explained with enough supporting detail.
4. What is the controversy surrounding reintroduction and what sides exist in this argument? What role does Defenders of Wildlife play in this controversy? 
5. What are the implications of the reintroduction and what are your thoughts about it?

Topic:  Tragedy of the Commons article by Garrett Hardin

This article is tough to read, so I would read through it a couple of times, but you should be sure to bring its contents into your final assessment.  This article discusses ‘the freedom to breed’ and offers solutions.

Outcomes for this seminar:

· Practice close reading skills

· Practice small group discussion in preparation for the final assessment

· Think critically about the human population situation

· Think critically about possible solutions to the human population situation

· Examine what a commons is and how that contributes to environmental degradation

· Examine how to operate as an individual living in a commons

· Address the frustration of feeling like there is nothing we can do

Directions:

After reading the article, take notes by highlighting and annotating your copy.  Turn that copy in with your portfolio.
Then comment on the following questions in writing.  

1. What are Hardin’s main points?  

2. What do you agree with?

3. What makes sense to you, but you are struggling with because he is challenging the way that we live?

4. What do you disagree with?  Why?

5. What do you propose we do about the population problem?  What have you read this quarter that has influenced your answer to this question?  Make sure that your answer here is based on passages from this article.  (Base your support on your reading material).
