Greetings!


Welcome to the Fall of 2004, and BIT 260!  We’ll be covering a number of interesting topics this quarter, as we learn how to create Windows Applications using the Visual Basic language.


The prerequisite for this class is BIT 142 (or the equivalent).  It would be a really good idea to have a computer at home, so you can program without having to make a trip to school.  Your textbook DOES NOT include a copy of Microsoft's Visual Studio.Net (VS.Net) development environment, so if you want to work at home, you’ll need to acquire a copy of VS.Net – steeply discounted copies are available at Cascadia, which we’ll cover in more detail on the first day of class.  Speaking of which, your book is: MCAD/MCSD: Developing and Implementing Windows-based Applications with Visual Basic.Net and Visual Studio.Net: Exam 70-306, by Ed Tittel, (ISBN: 0-7897-2819-2) It’s available at the campus store.

I can’t stress enough how beneficial it will be to do the reading for class before the class, since you’ll be spending a good deal of class time solving programming problems. The first couple class's reading is as follows:

	Date
	Reading
	Topics

	Tues, 
Sep 28
	Ch 1
	WinForms / Controls:

WinForms Designer

WinForms Properties

Basics of adding, configuring, and handling events from controls

	Thurs, 
Sep 30
	Supplementary Reading
	VB Syntax Overview
Data types, including arrays

If statements

Loops

Creating classes/methods



I’d also like you to fill out the accompanying Personal Data Sheet and bring it to the first class.  The Personal Data Sheet is to help me get to know you better – why you’re taking the class, what you hope to gain from it, and what other pressures you face in your life.  


During the course, you should get help immediately if you feel you need it.  Everyone gets stuck sooner or later, and you need to spend your time understanding how to program, not how to get around a minor technical point.  We’ll be working in groups in class, and I encourage you to exchange email addresses so you can have a source of help even when I’m unavailable.


Please feel free to send me email (MPanitz@cascadia.ctc.edu), or call me (425.352.8211) if you have any questions.  The URL for the course is:

http://feire.cascadia.ctc.edu/facultyweb/instructors/mpanitz/2004Fa/BIT260/, and the first several lectures are already complete, and have been posted.

All of the course materials will be posted on this website, including the syllabus; no paper copies will be handed out.  Because of this, it is extremely important that you have an active computer account prior to the start of the class.  You can get an account by going to the Open Learning Center (bottom floor, at the north end of the building), and asking them to help you out.


I look forwards to seeing you in room 231 of Cascadia Community College, on Tuesday, September 28th, at 1:15 pm!

--Mike Panitz

